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Acknowledgement of Country

AODCCC acknowledges that we are on Nyoongar country and extend our respect to the
Traditional Custodians, the Wadjuk people, their Elders past and present. We recognise
the strength, resilience, and wisdom of all Aboriginal, Torres Strait Islander and First
Nations cultures.

We acknowledge and respect their continuing culture and the contribution they make to
the life of this city and this region.
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Recognition of Lived Experience

We would like to acknowledge the individual and collective expertise of those with a
lived or living experience of alcohol and/or other drug issues. We also acknowledge the
emotional labour and vulnerability that is present in this space. We also recognise the
work of those who came before us to build the foundations to enable this work to
actually take place.

About AODCCC

The Alcohol and Other Drug Consumer & Community Coalition (AODCCC) is the peak
body for alcohol and other drug consumer-driven systemic advocacy in Western
Australia. Our aim is to empower the voices of consumers, their families and supports,
ensuring the health and wellbeing of our community. The AODCCC was incorporated in
June 2018 in response to the need and support for an alcohol and other drug specific
consumer advocacy body. We have received funding from the Mental Health
Commission in order to progress our establishment. The AODCCC would like to
acknowledge the ongoing support from the Mental Health Commission of Western
Australia for funding our organisation to date.




. AODCCC

") (' Acohol and Other Drug ...beyond stigma

Contents

Page
Development Coordinator's MESSAgE... ...ttt es b ssssa s esesene 1
About the AODCCC Annual Membership Survey Report for 2024/25........eeeeeeeeeenne 2
DM OGIaPNICS. ..ttt et et ettt et et b b e et eb st aneae e et et et esesensnen st et enes 3
CO-0CCUITING EXPEIIENCES. ...ttt e ettt st st s 4
Stigma, Discrimination and ShamMe........iecee ettt s b sesnees 5
Western Australian ConteXt.......c ettt es st 8
ACCESSING INTOIrMATION.c..eeeee ettt et r e et 11
Strategies, Resources and ACHIVITIES. .....coo et 11
THE AODCCC .ottt et st st s es st ettt een 12
What Positive Systemic Change Can LOOK LiKe........ccoouoiieeeieriiceeeeeceeeeeesieeeee et 13
CONCLUSION. ..ttt ettt s e st st ettt 15

© Alcohol and Other Drug Consumer and Community Coalition 2024

Suggested citation:
Alcohol and Other Drug Consumer and Community Coalition (AODCCC), 2024. AODCCC Membership Survey
Report 2024-2025. Western Australia. Alcohol and Other Drug Consumer and Community Coalition.

AODCCC 2024-2025 Annual Membership Survey



. AODCCC

‘) (' Alcohol and Other Drug ...beyond stigma

Development Coordinator’s Message

| am pleased to present the AODCCC Annual Membership Survey Report for 2024-25.
This is the third annual report we have published since our incorporation, and | am
thrilled to see the number of members contributing has significantly increased from last
year (up by 107%). The information contained in this report is a testament to the
perseverance and authenticity of our members, and their willingness to share invaluable
lived and living experience to help inform change, regardless of the stigma commonly
faced in our community. Your voices are essential for the alcohol and other drug sector
and beyond, and | thank everyone that has come forward and contributed.

Part of the mission of the AODCCC is to provide a platform and a voice for our members,
but it goes further than that. It is to highlight their depth of experience and wisdom and
demonstrate that the solutions to the complex issues our community faces, can be found
right here within the community, by amplifying the voices of those that have a lived and
living experience of alcohol and other drug use, understand how they navigate the
obstacles and not only survive but flourish. We know that we cannot meaningfully move
forward without this collaboration and guidance. We applaud the resilience and courage
it takes to do this, and we will continue to ensure these voices are heard.

So whatever background or profession you are coming from, we hope you can take the
time to read this report and be a part of the change we are working towards - to bring
lived and living experience voices to the forefront and work collaboratively to promote
the interests, education and welfare of those affected by alcohol and other drug use.

| would also like to acknowledge the fantastic work of my team who put this report
together, Vivienne Keeley - Systemic Advocate and Brooke Reeves - Communications
and Administration Officer.

Yours Sincerely,

Alex Arpino
AODCCC Development Coordinator
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About the AODCCC Annual
Membership Survey Report for
2024-25

The annual membership survey allows our members to actively participate in the
organisation to inform the work we do in the coming year and provides the AODCCC
with in-depth and expert lived and living experience perspectives of alcohol and other
drugs. This year, our organisation has seen a continued firm and steady 25% increase
of membership, with 707 members as of 13/09/2024.

A total of 87 AODCCC members completed this year's anonymous online survey,
which is a 107% increase from the previous year. The survey was open for a period of
six weeks and participants spent an average of 17 minutes completing the survey.

While this annual survey and report is an essential tool in drawing out members
insights, the AODCCC also convenes a monthly member reference group, made up of 7
members which is replenished every 12 months to safeguard a diversity of views and
experiences in the group. This allows the AODCCC operations to have regularly
engagement with a focus to maintain authenticity as a grass roots organisation.

We would like to thank the 87 members that chose to participate in our third annual

survey. We hope you find this report insightful and informative in our journey to Move
Beyond Stigma.
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Demographics

87 AODCCC members participated in this survey over a six-week period. Majority of
participants are aged between 35 - 65 years, which mirrors previous annual
membership surveys.

The AODCCC membership continues to be predominantly based in the Perth
Metropolitan Area. This year, the organisation established relationships and
partnerships with several statewide organisations to try and attract a broader spectrum
of community voices and experiences. This has resulted in an increase in rural and
remote membership applications including from the Kimberley, Pilbara, Southwest and
Peel regions, which is reflected in the survey responses.
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We asked participants about their gender identity which can be described as the
personal sense of one's own gender, which can be different from their sex assigned at
birth. 63% of participants identified as Female, 29% identified as Male, 8% described
themselves using identifiers such as non-binary or bi-gender, and some members
declared this question not applicable. Further demographic considerations see that 7
participants identified as Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander. 16% of participants
indicated that they were from a culturally and linguistically diverse background, 18.5%
of participants identified as LGBTQIA+ and 34% of participants identified as a person
with a disability. Majority of participants (39%) work in either a full-time or part-time
role, while 18% are actively seeking work and 15% of participants do not work. This
sheds light on the diverse situations of those within our membership.

Participant Age Range Gender Identity

Female Male Non-binary Other

When asked ‘how do you A person who currently uses alcohol and/or
. ey . . other drugs
identify’ in  relation to
alcohol and other d rugs, A person who previously used alcohol
.. and/or other drugs
participants answered as
ShOW n in the adJ acent A family member of a person who currently
. s uses or previously used alcohol and/or
graph. The ‘other’ category other drugs
was predominantly chosen A significant other of a person who
. . currently uses or previously used alcohol
by people who identify as and/or other drugs
peer workers and educators
. . Oth 8%
in the community. “
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Co-occurring Experiences

Our members have indicated that living with and through co-occurring experiences is

highly common. When asked ‘what have you experienced in addition to alcohol and

other drug use?’ the number of responses for each of the areas we identified can be
seen below. (Participants could select more than one experience).

Justice Involvement

Mental Health Issues

Homelessness/Unstable Housing

Isolation/Loneliness

Domestic Violence /Coercive Control

Trauma

Physical Health Issues

Barriers to Education/Training or Employment

Suicidal Ideation

Prefer not to say
Other

cww

10 20 30 40 50 60 70

Number of members

Approximately 85% of members who completed the survey have experienced mental
health issues, 71% have been impacted by trauma, 65% struggle with isolation or
loneliness and the same percentage are impacted by physical health issues.
Approximately 58% of members surveyed have experienced domestic violence or
coercive control, roughly 50% have faced housing instability, 49% have had justice
involvement, and 30% of members have experienced barriers to education and
employment, alongside their alcohol and other drug use. Around 65% of members
report suicidal ideation.

The AODCCC believes addressing co-occurring issues holistically would significantly
improve outcomes for Western Australian (WA) communities. The AODCCC advocates
for government and non-government services to provide consumer-informed,
coordinated care and consultation. We believe that substantial interagency supports and
frameworks would play an evidenced and crucial role in providing effective drug and
alcohol care in the WA community.

Page 4 AODCCC 2024-2025 Annual Membership Survey




































